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Franco Votes, the historic project uniting and reshaping the Francophone music
industry.

Montreal, February 2026 — The President of the French Republic, Emmanuel
Macron, has officially recognized the historic Franco Votes initiative through his Chief
of Staff, Rodrigue Furcy, who conveyed the Head of State’s thanks to the founders and
confirmed that the initiative has received his full attention.

Franco Votes aims to create a “Francophone Music” category at the GRAMMY
Awards. Already recognized by the Recording Academy, Franco Votes stands as one
of the most significant projects in the Francophone music industry since the 2000s, if not
the most significant in a process comparable to the one that led to the recognition of
Latin music.

Although a media rollout in Europe was originally planned for the second quarter of
2026, the movement is already receiving support in France and in several French-
speaking African countries, without any official promotional campaign in those territories.

Among these supporters are Bruno Lion (Vice-President of SACEM and CSDEM),
Juliette Metz (President of CSDEM), Marc-André Niang (Warner Music
France/Africa), as well as several other music industry figures.

The initiative addresses the absence of a category dedicated to Francophone music
within the GRAMMY Awards. The proposal was co-founded by:

« Steve Pageot, Governor of the New York Chapter of the Recording Academy and
President of Pageot Productions

* Dany Tétreault, founder of the cultural platform Magazine Hip-Hop

* Hugues Félizor, former A&R at Bad Boy Records and member of the Recording
Academy

Inspired by a methodology similar to the one implemented by Gabriel Abaroa Jr. during
the recognition of Latin music at the GRAMMY Awards, the next phase aims to
structure media and institutional support in preparation for the official submission to the
Recording Academy in 2027.

Artists, professionals and French-speaking citizens are invited to support the initiative via
the official form: www.francovotes.com
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