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Franco Votes, the historic project uniting and reshaping the Francophone music 
industry. 

Paris, January 2026 — Franco Votes is an international initiative dedicated to the 
creation of a “Francophone Music” category at the GRAMMY Awards. While a media 
rollout in Europe was initially planned for the second quarter of 2026, the movement has 
already secured notable support in France and across several Francophone African 
countries, without any official promotional actions having yet taken place in these 
territories. 

Among these supporters are Bruno Lion, Vice President of SACEM and Vice President 
of CSDEM; Juliette Metz, President of CSDEM; Marc-André Niang (Warner Music 
France/Africa); as well as several other key figures from the music industry. 

This initiative was designed to address a long-standing structural issue: the absence of a 
dedicated framework for Francophone music within the GRAMMY Awards. The official 
proposal was co-founded by: 

 Steve Pageot, Governor of the New York Chapter of the Recording Academy 
and President of Pageot Production 
 

 Dany Tétreault, founder of the cultural platform Magazine Hip-Hop 
 

 Hughes A. Felizor (Yooggie), former A&R at Bad Boy Records and 
Recording Academy member 

Dany, Steve, and Hughes are moving forward using a proven methodology, similar to 
the one implemented by Gabriel Abaroa Jr. during the recognition process of Latin 
music at the GRAMMY Awards. The time for discovery has passed. 

The European phase scheduled for 2026 now aims to consolidate and structure existing 
support, both in the media and at the institutional level, in preparation for the official 
submission of the proposal to the Recording Academy in 2027. 

The trio has already reshaped the history of the Francophone music industry, much as 
Gabriel Abaroa Jr. did in his time. Artists, industry professionals, institutions, and 
Francophone citizens can and must support the movement by completing the official 
form available at: www.francovotes.com 
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